Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 13
 *

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; then I became an adult, I put and end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.  (NRSV)

From the wedding ritual (p. 1):

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
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At Jenny and Timothy’s wedding - Wedding address for the South Cave church 27th of September 2009

Dear Jenny and Timothy. Dear family, relatives and friends, my dear colleague Reverend P.F. Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
It’s a great pleasure for me and my wife Åse – as friends of the family, to be allowed to take part in Jenny and Timothy’s wedding day together with family and friends here in the parish of South Cave.  It’s also a pleasure to take part in a service in The Church of England. Thank you Reverend Peter for receiving me in your congregation here in South Cave.
There are strong historical ties between Norway and England, in particular the eastern part of England and the west of Norway. A thousand years ago Christianity was brought from England to Norway. This was the time of the Vikings and Celtic spirituality blew as a wind from this part of England through the Norwegian mountains. Therefore, there are strong historical relations between us. But there are also relationships between us on the personal level. I've known parts of Jenny's family for several years, especially your mother, Jenny. Several years ago we met you as a teenager in Spain. Since then we have had more contact, in particular in recent years. You and I have had several conversations, both here in England, in Spain, on telephones and by e-mailing. 

Jenny, you are a beautiful and mature young woman with very many good values. I appreciate knowing a person like you. You are a busy business woman, and now you and Tim have set up your own home outside London, and today we are gathered here to celebrate your marriage and to pray for your home. 
Timothy, You are a smart and intelligent young man. You even look intelligent! And according to Jenny, you are also a very handsome guy. Now, you have found love with Jenny and together you will both meet the future.

The Christian marriage: Now, we are gathered in the church, the same church in which you were baptized as a child, Jenny. Today you and Tim have chosen the same church to be the place for your marriage. Let me therefore say some words about the Christian marriage: 
When Christianity was brought from England to Norway in the Middle ages, a new mentality came to Norway - through Christianity. In the Christian faith, Jesus and his Disciples teach us not to use power like kings and strong leaders, as they did in the Middle ages - and still do. The power of God is another kind of power, it’s a new mentality, it’s the power of love and humility (2. Corr.). 

This new mentality was brought to Norway by raw and brutal Vikings. This is one of history's paradoxes. I do not think the Vikings were quite aware of the consequences of this cultural exchange.

And this new mentality is also what is the most important issue for Christian marriage: Love and humility. In Paul's letter to the Colossians (chapter three), he says: 12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. …13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body…
This is the new kind of love which was brought to us by Jesus Christ. And … in the Christian faith the holly congregation is linked to Christ just as Bride and Groom are linked to each other through marriage - as the wedding ritual also says
. The bond - linking you together, Jenny and Tim - is LOVE (Ef. 5). 

And what is Love? 

Let me first say what love is not:  Love is not control ... you do not have to control each other, you have to love each other. Of course you have to discuss any tensions and misunderstandings – and may be some times have a quarrel like Vikings,.. but do not try to control each other, because…. Love is not claims, love is not preventing the other from having his or her individual life. But love is: trust, cooperation, and freedom with responsibility.  And above all: Love is the power of God that will change every individual so that we can love our neighbor as ourselves (Rom. 5,5). 

In the holy Bible the most known passage of love is written in Pauls letter to the Corinthians
, (as has already been read for us):
If I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things…Love never ends
.
Love never ends, it says. That is “big words”. Is it really so that Love never falls away? Yes, it is so, and that means: the Love that comes from God, it will never fall away. Our love can fail. We are humans, we are challenged by all the changes that happen in our lives, we are exposed to trials, and our human ties are fragile, but the Love that comes from God, the love of humility and forgiveness, it will never fall away. 
And according to our Christian faith, this Divine Love is available for all humans. The Holy Spirit can fill our hearts with this love when we open ourselves before God and his words, and pray for the power of the Holy Spirit. But when we close ourselves to only seek our own good, then we prevent the love of God from influencing our lives (2. Corr.). 

Dear Jenny and Timothy!

I cannot say everything about LOVE in a few minutes, and I don’t even know everything about true LOVE. The only thing I can do here in the church, is to point of Him who brings us true Love, Jesus Christ, our savior. Trust in him, pray and do always come back to His Grace. Because he who for the first time met us when we were baptized as children here in the holy church, he will never take his love away from us.  That is His promise.
Jenny and Timothy!

With these words, I wish you luck in good times and bad times, and above all, we’ll wish you – here from the congregation, God's blessing of life and family life! In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen!
Frank Oterholt – Reverend, 27/9 2009: Homepage: http://frank.oterholt.be 
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.2preslex.org/S050424.HTM" �http://www.2preslex.org/S050424.HTM� 


� NetBible: � HYPERLINK "http://net.bible.org/bible.php?book=1Co&chapter=13" �http://net.bible.org/bible.php?book=1Co&chapter=13� 





� Talen er språklig korrigert av Dr. fil. Andrew Thomas.


� … they shall be united with one another in heart, body and mind, as Christ is united with his bride, the Church (p. 2).
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